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The Annual Beer tour held on 
November 4th was a success. We 
had about 15 people come out 
and enjoy beautiful weather and 
fine fall foliage. 

As always, the roads in our area 
proved to be amazing and we 
had very little Sunday Driver 
Traffic. It was a little chilly, but 
nothing a light jacket couldn’t 
keep at bay! We had cars ranging 
from Vintage (2002’s) all the way 
up to an E92 M3! 

We visited Pro Re Nata, Starr 
Hill and Wild Wolf Breweries. 
We all had the chance to sample 
some wonderful Fall Beers, and 
some of the year round staples at 
each location. 

Thanks for all who came out, 
and we hope to see more of you 
next year! 

SEE PHOTOS ON PAGE 5

by Brad Day

Join us for a some racing fun at 
Thunderbolt Indoor Go-Karting on 
Saturday, March 2 from Noon until 
3pm.  The chapter will be fitting all 
the bills so your track time and food 
is free!  We will have a catered lunch 
from Chick-fil-A and each person 
should get at least 2 runs on the 
track.

Thunderbolt karts are all electric 
so they are quiet and torquey fast!  
Please arrive as close to 12 noon 
as possible so we can get all the 
safety paperwork taken care of as 
quickly as possible.  Blue Ridge 
Chapter members may bring one 

Join us: FREE Indoor Go-Karting

March
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non-member guest.  
Thunderbolt Indoor 
Karting is located 
off the Midlothian 
Turnpike in Chesterfield at 
1365 Carmia Way in the Chesterfield 
Marketplace shopping center. See 
you there!

RSVP
We have to limit the group size 
to 40 people so please RSVP to 
Brad at ub3r02@gmail.com to 
reserve your spot.
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BMW has officially unveiled the 
new 3 Series. BMW long ago 
left the ‘E’ Chassis codes, and 
we are now on the ‘G’s. The new 
car will be known among BMW 
faithful as the G20. The car will 
have 2 engine options, a 2.0-liter 
turbo 4 with 225 HP and 295 
lb-ft of torque and a 3.0 inline 
6 with a huge 382 HP and 369 
lb-ft of torque. The badges on 
the back will say 330i and M340i 
respectively. 

The 340i will make 60 more 
horses then the outgoing model. 
The 330i only adds 4 horses but 
adds 37 lb-ft of torque. Both cars 
will feature standard Launch 
Control which will reportedly 

by Nick Frye

2019 BMW 3 Series Unveiled
propel the new M340i to 60 
in about 4.2 seconds. The 330i 
should tick that spring off in 
around 5.5 seconds. 

The new car is a little longer and 
a little wider than the outgoing 
model, but weights about 121 
pounds less. It also features a 
pretty slick and very modern 
suspension, I encourage you 
to check that out. There are a 
lot of articles out there written 
by people that understand 
Suspension geometry much 
better than me. 

The one glaring omission is 
a Manual Transmission. An 
unnamed BMW Rep was asked 
about the likely hood of a 

manual, and his response was:
“We would not be able to 
speculate on what transmission/
engine options may be planned 
for the future. We can say that 
the sport automatic delivers the 
absolutely best performance 
possible from the new 330i and 
M340i sedans.”

Take away what you will from 
that, but to me it doesn’t sound 
promising. There is still some 
hope the next M3 will give you 
the option to row your own 
gears. This is all a pretty bigger 
bummer for me personally. I 
know the new Auto’s are better 
and faster than I can ever be, 
but how much driver is driver 
engagement worth? 
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Happy 
New Year 
Everyone. 

There are 
going to be a 

few changes this year to how 
we handle some of our larger 
events. 

First off, we are looking 
into a different format for 
the Annual Brunch. We are 
going to try and do smaller 
more localized events, 
instead of one large event. 
Hopefully this will allow 
more of you to attend! We are 
also looking at restructuring 
the annual picnic. 

We are also always looking 
for new ideas, big or small. 
Mini-Golf, Karting, or any 
events you would like to see. 

I hope 2019 is the year 

A Message from the President

you all decide to get more 
involved in the running 
of the club and bring your 
passions and skills to bear. 
We need all the help we 
can get. Have a passion for 
writing, we need tons of help 
with the newsletter. Have 
knack for event planning, 
well that is always welcome. 
Good at marketing? Help us 
find creative ways to spread 
the word. 

I hope you all make it your 
New Year’s resolutions to get 
out and enjoy your cars, and 
enjoy the community of the 
CCA. And if you decide to 
become more involved with 
planning events that is always 
welcome as well! 

Happy New Year and look 
forward to seeing you all on 
the road! 

Nick 

by Nick Frye

Check out our website for current news and more
www.blueridgebmwcca.org

Who’s who in
Blue Ridge 
Officers

President: Nick Frye
434/ 229-9369 fryebaby161@gmail.com

Vice President: Michael Prewer
540-241-4194 preweriphone@gmail.com 

Secretary: Dennis Topper
804/ 380-5843 Topper219@comcast.net

Treasurer: Brad Day
434/ 207-8008 ub3r02@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor: Nick Frye & Brad Day
434/ 229-9369 fryebaby161@gmail.com
434/ 207-8008 ub3r02@gmail.com

Richmond Rep: Paul Coakley
804/ 261-5928 pcoakley02@verizon.net

Richmond Rep: William Kavanaugh
804/ 475-0941 william.kavanagh@opco.com

Richmond Rep: Ed Hellerman
804/ 921-7158 ed.hellermann@gmail.com

Charlottesville Rep: Steve Cunningham
434/ 962-9540 beadbrothers@gmail.com

Charlottesville Rep: Phil Marx
434/ 979-4919 BMWCCA1@gmail.com 

Lynchburg Rep: Nick Frye
434/ 229-9369 fryebaby161@gmail.com

Chapter Adviser: Tom Millhiser
millhisert@aol.com

Member Services

Membership Coordinators: 
Ed Hellerman, William Kavanaugh

Tool Steward: Paul Muskopf
mooseheadm5@yahoo.com

Autocross Coordinator: John Harmon
804/ 360-1947 jharmon128@gmail.com

Webmaster: Brad Day
434/ 207-8008 ub3r02@gmail.com

If your mailing address has changed, please contact the National office 
to update their records. National supplies the mailing labels both for the 
Roundel and our chapter newsletter. We are unable to make changes at the 
local level.

New Address Reminder
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First of all, I would like to 
say thank you to all of the 
members that came out and to  
Patrick Critzer, Hamdingers 
for the awesome food! The 
attendance has been up for the 
picnic and we had about 100 
members this year. Beautiful 
weather, friendships, and 
wonderful cars. Stop by BMW 
of Charlottesville and thank 
Phil for bringing down that 
gorgeous new m5! We also 
gave away some awesome 
BMW merchandise. Thank 
you Brad Day for the car club 
t-shirts. This has become one 
of my favorite events of the 
year. As your vice president, 
I have enjoyed getting to 
know all of you.  I am looking 
forward to next year’s picnic 
already! If you have not made 
it out to our annual picnic yet, 
try next year! Thank you Steve 
and Lisa Cunningham for 
coordinating this great event! 

by Michael Prewer

Car Club

Newsletter 
Submissions
Please submit all classifieds, photos, 
announcements, articles, etc. by August 
1 to guarantee inclusion in the next 
newsletter issue. Unsolicited articles and 
photos are always welcome. Send to Brad 
Day at ub3r02@gmail.com. 
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The Fine Print
Auf Bergstrassen (On Mountain 
Roads) is the official publication 
of the Blue Ridge Chapter of the 
BMW CCA, Inc., (the Club) a 
not-for-profit organization in no 
manner connected with BMW 
or BMWNA. All information 
furnished herein is provided 
by and for the members of the 
Club and the Club assumes no 
responsibility for any of the 
ideas, opinions or suggestions 
contained herein. The contents 
of this newsletter remain the 
property of the Club. Persons 
wishing to communicate with 
the Club or submit articles for 
publication in the newsletter 
should address themselves to:

Blue Ridge BMW Chapter 
P.O. Box 4381 
Charlottesville, VA 22905 

Display advertising space is 
limited and preference is given 
to businesses within the region 
that Blue Ridge Chapter serves. 
Inquiries should be directed 
to the editor. Note: Blue Ridge 
Chapter does not endorse the 
products and/or services offered 
by the businesses advertising in 
this publication. 

Please send address changes 
directly to:

BMW CCA, Inc
640 South Main Street, Suite 201
Greenville, SC 29601
or call: 1.800.878.9292

Also visit www.bmwcca.org 
and log in to change address, 
phone, email, car models. Log in 
instructions are provided after 
clicking the login button at the 
top of the home page.

VIR Michelin GT 
Challenge 2018
BMW performed well at the 
Michelin GT Challenge this year. In 
the Weathertech Series, the number 
25 BMW M8 GTE piloted by 
Connor De Phillippi and Alexander 
Sims came in first and the number 
24 driven by John Edwards and 
Jesse Krohn took Third in the 
GTLM Class. With the 3 Corvette 
C7.R coming in 2nd between the 
two BMW’s. 

by Nick Frye In the Continental Tire Series, 
Local Race team Bimmerworld’s 
number 81 328i driven by Nick 
Galante and Devin Jones took 2nd 
in the ST Class. After a few issues 
with the car Bimmerworld’s M4 
GTE ended up in 17th in the GS 
class. 

If you have never had the change to 
check out VIR for this race, make 
plans to visit next August! 

Oppenheimer & Co. Inc. Transacts Business on 
All Principal Exchanges and Member SIPC  1951072.1

William J. Kavanagh, CRPC®

Director – Investments
877-885-8659 (Toll Free)

Our Financial Advisors are capable 
of delivering premier wealth-
building strategies and imparting 
the knowledge accumulated by a 
fi rm that has been in business for 
over 130 years.

BEER TOUR
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On engines with belt-driven 
cooling fans, a fan clutch is often 
used to save energy and reduce 
noise. The fan clutch disengages 
slows or disengages the engine’s 
cooling fan when extra cooling isn’t 
needed. The fan pulls air through 
the radiator and air conditioning 
condenser when the vehicle isn’t 
moving fast enough to provide 
adequate airflow for cooling. A 
fan can eat up anywhere from a 
couple of horsepower up to 12 or 
15 hp on a big V8, so by reducing 
the parasitic horsepower loss on 
the engine the fan clutch makes 
a noticeable difference in fuel 
economy.

The fan clutch also reduces noise by 
slowing down or disengaging the 
fan at high way speeds, and some 
even help speed engine warm up 
during cold weather.

TWO TYPES OF FAN 
CLUTCHES
There are two basic types of fan 
clutches: thermal and non-thermal 
(also called “torque limiting”).
Thermal fan clutches have a 
temperature-sensitive bimetal coil 
spring on the front that reacts to 
temperature changes. When the air 
coming through the radiator is hot, 
the spring expands and opens an 
internal valve that reduces clutch 
slippage. This causes the fan to spin 
faster for increased cooling. As the 
air cools, the spring contracts and 
closes the valve. This increases the 
amount of clutch slippage, allowing 

the fan to slow down and decrease 
cooling.

FAN CLUTCH OPERATION
The clutch consists of a fluid 
coupling filled with a silicone 
based oil. The area between the 
teeth on the clutch plates is filled 
with silicone fluid. An internal 
valve opens and closes a passage 
between the main fluid cavity and 
a fluid reservoir. When the passage 
is open, fluid enters the clutch and 
makes the fan to turn faster. When 
the valve is shut, fluid flows back 
to the reservoir but doesn’t return, 
causing the clutch to slip and the 
fan to turn more slowly.
The non-thermal (torque 
limiting) fan clutch doesn’t have 
a temperature sensing capability. 
It reacts only to speed, slipping to 
limit maximum fan speed to about 
1200 to 2200 rpm depending on the 
application.

FAN CLUTCH PROBLEMS
A slipping fan clutch is often 
overlooked as the cause of an 
engine overheating problem.
As a fan clutch ages, fluid 
deterioration gradually causes an 
increase in slippage (about 200 
rpm per year). After a number of 
years of service, the clutch may 
slip so badly that the fan can’t keep 
up with the cooling needs of the 
engine and the engine overheats. 
At this point, replacement is often 
necessary.

by Brad Day

Diagnose Cooling Fan Clutch

Paul Muskopf, tool steward
mooseheadm5@yahoo.com

If you’d like to borrow a tool, 
contact Paul and he’ll make 
arrangements to get the tool to 
you.

The tools:
• Electronic troubleshooting manuals 

on CD for e23, e24, e28, e30, e31, e32, 
e34, and e36 models. Easily navigated 
wiring schematics (in English) 
showing colors and sequence of wires 
and connectors.

• Hub and rear wheel bearing R&R kit
• Master bushing kit for subframe 

bushings
• 16 1 050 - fuel line disconnect tool
• LT-940 - fuel pump retaining ring 

removal tool
• Tool for removing cooling fan from 

older models
• Reset tool/code readers for service 

indicator lights for models through 
2007

• Windshield lock trim tool
• Anti-theft radio screwdriver
• Clutch alignment tools for various 

models
• Bentley manual for the e30 (3-series 

84–90)
• Bentley manual for the e34 (5-series 

89–95)
• Bentley manual for the e36 (3-series 

92–98)
• Bentley manual for the e39 (5-series 

95–03)
• Bentley manual for the e46 (3-series 

99–05)
• Parts CD BMW Mobile Tradition: 

includes e12, e21, e30, motorcycles to 
‘69.

• G-Tech accelerometer
• Pressure brake bleeder by Motive 

Products
• Tie rod end puller
• Complete set of hex wrench sockets

The Tool Box

Continued on page 7
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Photos

CHECKING THE FAN CLUTCH
A good clutch should offer a certain 
amount of resistance when spun by 
hand (engine off, of course!). But if 
the fan spins with little resistance 
(more than 1 to 1-1/2 turns), the 
fan clutch is slipping too much and 
needs to be replaced.

If the fan binds, does not turn 
or offers a lot of resistance, it 
has seized and also needs to be 
replaced.

Fan speed can also be checked with 
an optical tachometer, by marking 
one of the fan blades with chalk 
and using a timing light to observe 
speed changes, and/or listening 
for changes in fan noise as engine 
speed changes.

Tech Notes 
Continued ...

You should also try to wiggle the 
fan blades by hand. If there is any 
wobble in the fan, there is a bad 
bearing in the fan clutch, or a worn 
bearing on the water pump shaft. 
A bad water pump bearing will 
usually cause the water pump to 
leak and/or make noise, but not 
always. Remove the fan clutch and 
see if the play is in the water pump 
shaft. If it feels tight (no play or 
wobble), replace the fan clutch.

FAN CLUTCH REPLACEMENT
Many experts say it is a good idea 
to replace the fan clutch at the 
same time as the water pump if the 
water pump has failed. The reason 
is because both age at about the 
same rate, so if the water pump has 
failed, the fan clutch may also fail 
soon. As mentioned earlier, a high 

mileage fan clutch may be slipping 
excessively increasing the risk of 
overheating.

When you buy a replacement fan 
clutch, make sure you get the same 
type (thermal or non-thermal) 
as the original. You can always 
upgrade from a non-thermal 
to a more efficient thermal fan 
clutch, but never the reverse. Or, 
you can get rid of the fan and 
clutch altogether and install an 
aftermarket electric fan kit to cool 
the radiator.

Source:
https://www.aa1car.com/library/
cooling_fan_clutch.htm
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On the Horizon 
Here are some upcoming Blue Ridge BMW CCA events that you will want 
to attend in 2019:

February
6 - Lynchburg monthly get together - The Water Dog, 
5:30pm
13 - Richmond South monthly get together- Capital Ale 
House Midlothian, 5:30pm **different date than usual**
19 - Charlottesville monthly get together - Timberwood 
Taphouse, 6pm

March
2 - Indoor Go-karting - Thunderbolt Karting Midlothian, 
12-3pm
6 - Richmond North monthly get together - Capital Ale 
House Innsbrook, 5:30pm
6 - Lynchburg monthly get together - The Water Dog, 
5:30pm
19 - Charlottesville monthly get together - Timberwood 
Taphouse, 6pm

For up-to-date event info, see our website: www.blueridgebmwcca.org

Scan codes to jump to 
website or Facebook
Use a QR scanner on your smartphone
to jump to our website (left) or Facebook (right) for 
the latest!

 blueridgebmwcca.org

 facebook.com/BlueRidgeBMWCCA

 @BlueRidgeBMWTwi

 BlueRidgeBMW
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